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LIMITATION VIA EXPANSION 





HE Damoclean sword of a potential 

American navy, bigger than Britain’s, 
which has been hanging over the head of 
the Geneva naval conference, seems to 
have had effect in forcing the British to 
abandon their attempted revision of the 
Washington settlement. The change in 
the British position is believed due to ad- 
verse comment in the American press, 
which seems to be playing the important 
role at Geneva of providing a medium for 
the launching of trial balloons by the 
British and Japanese delegations. Its re- 
action shows that, if the conference breaks 
down, the alternative to a “limitation 
treaty” will be a demand for a great in- 
crease in American naval construction. 


The past week has been marked by a 
tardy recognition by the British of the 
principle of full American naval equality 
with herself. After this preliminary 
clearing of the air, the experts agreed ten- 
tatively to limit destroyers to 1,500 tons 
each and Admiral Jones explained that 
although numerically the United States 
leads in destroyers, actually she ranks a 
bad third in that class, many of her de- 
stroyers being on the junk heap. 


The vexed question of cruisers will 
probably come up for discussion this 
week. A British plan to put a limit of 
600,000 instead of 300,000 tons on “glo- 
bal” (total) cruiser tonnage leaked out 
and caused great consternation. The 
British are now suggesting 470,000 tons 
while the Americans are reported to have 
offered to raise the maximum to 400,000. 


The present cruiser strength of Britain 
is 332,290 tons; the United States has 
125,000. A proposal to increase our 
cruiser strength to more than three times 
its present tonnage smacks neither of 
limitation nor economy. M. S. W. 


“Occupied Haiti” 
ERMINATION of the American occu- 
pation of Haiti and appointment of an 

official commission to work out a program 
of actual self-government is urged by a 
committee of six Americans, appointed by 
the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, in a detailed report 
just published on “Cccupied Haiti.’’* 
The conclusions of the committee repre- 
sent the results of a careful first hand 
study of conditions in Haiti. They are 
based on an investigation not only of polit- 
ical conditions before and after the ad- 
vent of the American occupation in 1915, 
but on social and economic factors which 
are frequently overlooked. 

In suggesting that a commission should 
be appointed to determine the first stage 
of the transition in cooperation with Hai- 
tian leaders, the committee recognizes 
frankly the difficulties in the way of im- 
mediate and complete withdrawal of the 
United States. But that the nature of the 
American occupation should be changed 
without delay is just as clearly implied. 
The committee suggests reform of the 
electoral law to provide for free and 
secret balloting, election of senators and 
deputies in 1928 (no national elections 
have taken place since the American oc- 
cupation), demilitarization of the Ameri- 
can administration, replacement of Amer- 
ican non-commissioned officers in the gen- 
darmerie by Haitians and American com- 
missioned officers, and adoption of interim 
financial provisions, including some modi- 
fication of the existing arrangement under 
which an American Receiver General of 
Customs is maintained. The committee 
proposes the ultimate appointment of a 
second commission to work out an agreed 
plan for the next steps, and suggests as 


*“Occupied Haiti,” New York, Writers Publishing Co., 
1927. 
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one of the first matters for consideration 
the calling of a constitutional convention 
to revise the constitution. 

These proposals are a logical applica- 
tion of the principle of the self-determina- 
tion of nations. If that principle is ac- 
cepted they offer a conservative plan. 

The major portion of the committee’s 
report is devoted to a valuable survey of 
social conditions, the agricultural and 
economic situation, racial relations and the 
administrative record of the United States. 

W. T. S. 
China On Guard 

Elsewhere than along the battle front, 
China is carrying on her efforts to achieve 
a position of equality. At Geneva, on 
July 4, Mr. Chao-Hsin Chu, Chinese dele- 
gate to the Council of the League of Na- 
tions, speaking for the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment of China, warned the representa- 
tives at the naval conference against any 
“bargaining” over China. Mr. Chu said 
in part: 

“I am requested by the Chinese Nationalist 
Government to declare that the Government 
and people of the republic of China will re- 
fuse to recognize any decision affecting China 
arrived at by. the present or any other con- 

1 


ference in which China is not represented and 
participating equally in the deliberations.” 


This statement refers to rumors cur- 
rent last week indicating a possible under- 
standing between Japan and Great Britain 
similar to the Anglo-Japanese alliance, 
cancelled at the Washington Conference 
on Naval Limitation in 1922. The sug- 
gestion of such an alliance has been dis- 
counted, however, in Japanese circles on 
the ground that it would further injure 
Japanese trade in China and strain the 
present cordial relations Japan enjoys 
with Soviet Russia and the United States, 
who would be out of sympathy with any 
such agreement. 

Anti-Japanese feeling in southern China 
is running high and Japanese goods in 
the Yangtze Valley are being severely boy- 
cotted at present in protest against their 
sending troops to Shantung to protect 
nationals and interests at the port of 
Tsingtao and at Tsinanfu, a city 200 miles 
inland. Japan holds no concession at 
Tsinanfu and the Nationalists fear Japan 
may be planning to hold the Shantung 
railway between these two cities, thus 
preventing their northward advance to 
Peking. Japan’s major investments in 
China are in the Manchurian provinces, 
controlled at present by Chang Tso-Lin, 
who has found the Japanese developments 
there a splendid source of revenue for his 
military adventures. D. M. H. 


Notes 
In two speeches during the past fort- 
night, Dr. Stresemann has indicated the 
broad outlines of German foreign policy 
in a statesmanlike manner. After his re- 
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turn from Geneva, he reported on his im- 
pressions to the Reichstag; a week later 
he delivered the Nobel Peace Prize ad- 
dress in Oslo and described the present 
German policy as one of “peace and mut- 
ual understanding.” 

On both occasions, it was the Locarno 
policy which he stressed. In the Reichstag 
he discussed the reduction of the Rhine- 
land forces of occupation as a fulfillment 
of promises given when Germany signed 
the Locarno treaties, and commented on 
M. Poincaré’s recent attack on Germany 
with the question: “What does M. Poin- 
caré want? The Locarno or Ruhr policy? 
Peace or war?” Then, speaking of dis- 
armament and the League, he indicated 
that he regarded the solution of this prob- 
lem as the acid test of the League. 

“We take part in the disarmament con- 
ference not as debtors but as creditors,” he 
said. “The moral and legal duty of the Ver- 
sailles Treaty entitles us to demand that our 
opponents also disarm. Our complete dis- 
armament and our guarantees given at Lo- 
carno are the utmost security that can be 
given.... For the League a solution of this 


problem is a question of self-preservation, a 
question of its moral existence.”’ 


At Oslo, Dr. Stresemann eulogized M. 
Briand and, speaking of Locarno, con- 
cluded: “We belong to a generation mak- 
ing our way from darkness toward light.” 

Both speeches may be viewed as a plea 
for Franco-German amity and coopera- 
tion, emphasizing, however, the necessity 
for mutual fulfillment of obligations. 





The recent Jugoslav-Albanian disagree- 
ment has been settled through the good 
offices of France, Great Britain, Germany 
and Italy without recourse to the Council 
of the League of Nations. Pressure from 
the Quai d’Orsay persuaded Jugoslav au- 
thorities to retract the undiplomatic 
language used in their demand of June 
6 for the release of a dragoman impris- 
oned by the Albanian authorities. The 
Albanian government, on its part, has re- 
leased the dragoman in recognition of 
Jugoslavia’s apology. The way is now 
open for a resumption of diplomatic re- 
lations between the two countries. 





The Anglo-Egyptian crisis has been 
settled by a compromise under which 
Great Britain has been able to carry its 
main argument that the time is not yet 
ripe for dismissing the British head of the 
Egyptian army. 


China and Her Political Entity, by Shuhsi 
Hsii, Ph. D., New York, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1927. 

A particularly valuable and scholarly 
volume, unique in its generous use of 
Chinese sources as well as foreign. The 
problem of Manchuria, no less a pivotal 
point today in Chinese affairs, is traced 
back into earliest recorded Chinese his- 
tory. 
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